LLOYD GEORGE; '1863-1914                              ^
It was inevitable, in these circumstances, that in tht
House of Commons, and to a lesser extent in the country
at large, the political contest should more and more tend to
take the form of a duel between Chamberlain and Lloyd
George.   Before long it had come to be taken almost for
granted in the House that when the one sat down the other
would at once rise to his feet*   It was a mighty contest, and
a by no means unequal one.   The older politician was
generally regarded as the most effective debater in Parlia-
ment,   His ferocity and ruthlessness when attacked were
such that few save the most seasoned debaters ever dared to
cross swords with him.   Before his biting satire, his con*
temptuous invective, and his venomously personal on-
slaughts, everybody seemed to quail,   But Lloyd George did
not quail,   Night after night he stood, calm and collected,
pouring out his corrosive invective, his satire charged with
a wit which Chamberlain could not rival, and hitting back
with a fierceness fully equal to the Colonial Secretary's own,
It was not long before friend and foe alike freely acknowl-
edged that at last Chamberlain had met his match.  On
Lloyd George's side, dislike of what he regarded as Chamber-
lain's pernicious policy, and his corrupting influence in
British public life, did not prevent him from giving un-
stinted admiration to the brilliant gifts which he displayed;
not did he ever forget the immense service which he had
rendered to the cause of Democracy in his Radical days,
Hot was it in Lloyd George's nature to hate a political
opponent in any personal sense.   With Chamberlain, how-
ever, it was otherwise*   Generosity formed no element ia
that strange man's character; he was vindictive and small-
minded.  He carried on a war of extermination against his
political adversaries, ju$t as he had carried on a war of ex-
' termination against his commercial rivals in the Midland**
It was a wholly evil example which he set j and Birmingham